HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
which had in the meantime grown considerably. In
this way it was possible in the end to ward off the
danger of collapse as a result of insufficient shipping
facilities. However, success was obtained only very
narrowly and there are many experts in Great Britain
who believe that had Germany begun her unrestricted
submarine campaign at an earlier date it would
have proved fatal for Great Britain, and even Lloyd
George himself has expressed this opinion.
During the course of the World War Great Britain
lost a total of 7-76 million tons of merchant shipping
as the result of hostile naval and military action. That
is over one-third of the total tonnage she possessed at
the outbreak of the war. However, by increased ship-
building activity it proved possible to make good the
greater part of these losses during the course of the
war itself so that at the conclusion of hostilities the
British mercantile marine was only about 3 million
tons smaller than it had been in 1914. Up to 1932,
with certain vacillations, the British mercantile marine
remained more or less as big as it was before the war.
However, in the autumn of 1934 a decline in total
tonnage set in and to-day Great Britain has only 17-6
million tons of merchant shipping as compared with
19 million tons in 1914, though this reduction has been
partly deliberate, because with a view to assisting the
shipbuilding industry and modernizing the mercantile
marine the British government has placed a premium
on the scrapping of old ships.
This is sufficient to indicate that tonnage figures
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